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May Greetings to you all!

During this beautiful time of
year, we find ourselves in
the throes of end-of-school-
year activities. There is still
much to do. Planning with
your new boards and
celebrating your existing
boards is an important
“procedure” that you need to
include. As busy as you are
right now, please take the
time to thank those who
have served as you
welcome new members.

| also hope you are able to
attend, or sent a
representative from your
PTA unit to Convention in
Long Beach this year. As
always, we had the
opportunity to learn many
strategies to bring home and
share. With more than 80
workshops to choose from,
there was something for
everyone, from financial
training, parent involvement,
PTA membership and
current issues.

The keynote speakers were
fantastic: National PTA
President, Chuck Saylors,
Marc Johnson 2011
Superintendent of the year,
Ann Henderson, author of
“‘Beyond the Bake Sale”;
Tom Torlakson, State
Superintendent of Public
Instruction and Darin Curtis,
2011 California Teacher of
the year just to name a few.
We had over 200 delegates
register from Riverside
County. Each received a t-
shirt that with the
silkscreened tagline “Every

child deserves a superhero,
23" District PTA”. As a

district we always stand out
in a crowd....for kids that is!

If you missed convention,
please note our Summer
Leadership Academy
coming July 22-23, 2011 at
Ramona High School in
Riverside. It is another
great opportunity for training
in every area.

Don’t forget during this busy
time, that we are still having
a membership campaign!
We are accepting
memberships through June
30, 2011. If you know
someone who has not
joined yet, please
encourage them to do so.
Lots of great membership
ideas can be found at the
state website:
www.capta.org You can
also view the video
message supporting
membership by Howie
Mandel. Why not show that
clip at your next meeting?

| hope you are checking the
State PTA website regularly
as they are always updating
it with new information.
Most recently you can see a
video by Ed Source on “How
the State Budget Impacts
Education Funding”. |
recently attended a local
area forum with Governor
Brown regarding our dismal
fiscal situation. We are still
facing very serious budget
cuts to education. In case
you were not aware State
PTA supports the tax
extension.

Tammie Blackmore, President
23rd District PTA

Another current issue we
need to stay on top of is Tax
Filing for units. The State
Website has a great section
that you can check out; with
one easy click you can be
connected to The Federal
IRS, The Franchise Tax
Board, or Registry of
Charitable Trust. There are
no excuses not to file. If you
don't file for three years,
your 501(c)3 status will be
withdrawn and you’ll no
longer have a PTA.

We are working hard in our
county to promote Parent
and Family Involvement at
every level. You can check
out the available classes at
our website
www.23rdpta.org We are
encouraging each unit and
council to have a Parent
Involvement representative,
in hopes that we can bridge
the gap in student
achievement through our
partnership with 23™ District
PTA and the Riverside
County Office of Education.

As always, thanks for all
you do for children; it is
important work that you do.
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| Life is about surrounding yourself — always have someone to talk to — little kids have little problems; I
| with people you love and who love ¥ keep a tidy—but not necessarily big kids have big problems I
| You back. Motherhood has done white glove—house — pick mv battles
that for me. Mother’s Day always ¥ jeans match anything p . y . I
I brings a myriad of emotions to my ¥ to not underestimate anyone — eating a roly poly bug is not fatal |
| heart and mind. I miss my mother — a lot of dirt never killed anyone |
| terribly and it is always a glay to Fljom.M(')rgan, 39, a r-esearch — my kids are not little me's I
I reflect on my own mothering skills  scientist in San Diego: . Kid litt] ,
and the role I had as a mother/ ¥ a love of music my kids are little me's I
I teacher in the lives of my own ¥ how to clean a house — no two kids are alike |
| children. ¥ to make the perfect spaghetti — you never stop worrying. Ever. |
| sauce .
I I recently emailed my kids, asking ¥ how to sew ) ﬁhely maybbe grogv r; up but they |
them to tell me something good ¥ that a mother's love means no willalways be my bables I
I they learned as they grew up and ~ matter what — you don't have to have two arms |
| attributed to me. This is what I got ¥ that I could do anything if Iput  to be able to do everything |
| back: my mind to it — you never sleep at night if your |
| ¥ you believed in me kid is out in a car I
From Jennifer, 39, nurse, New ¥ a love of books and the library — to believe in The Mother's Curse
I Jersey: which I am also teaching to my kids o ‘ |
I v toplan a menu - having kids is my greatest daily I
| ¥ to food shop From Tina, 27, Riverside: Joy I
| Yto cook ¥ music transcends generations — having kids is sometimes my
| ¥ to budget ¥ to check up on your kids like the  greatest pain I
¥ a sense of humor C.LA. : |
o — grandkids are my reward for
| v to do laundry A4 Sxermsg 1s important having my kids |
| ¥tobeagood mom ¥ “You might actually have to - dads are very important |
| ¥ tonever give up move something to find . .
R — akid can survive a nose stuffed |
: From Robert, 35, police detective, ¥ Compassion for the homeless and full of dry beans |
Portland: hungry — size doesn’t matter when it |
I ¥ alove for reading comes to being bullied I
| ¥ athirst for knowledge and I did my best to teach them what — unconditional love !
| education was what and found, along the way, i
v financial sensibility that I learned an awful lot from — patience |
I v toloveand appreciate good food them: — tolerance |
l ¥ a sense ot humor them moments I
| ¥ unconditional love — don’t project my personal — it’s always OK to remember but |
| From Bren da, 33, teacher, insanity on my kids ‘ . not always OK to reminisce I
I Vermont: — worry less about being frle.nds — sometimes you need to back off I
| ¥ how to make gravy with them and more about being and let them fix their own problems |
| v to LOVE 10uq music their mother — it’s almost always better to listen
¥ a love of reading — motherhood never gets any than lecture I
I ¥ howtonursea baby easier |
\ ¥ be friendly to strangers so you’ll (Continued on page 4) J
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(Continued from page 3)
— everything | know about prosthetics

— that I wouldn’t have missed learning
these lessons for anything

A mother’s heart has no limit on her
capacity to love. The experience of
motherhood has been priceless. I wouldn’t
change it for the world.

Happy Mother’s Day.

Kay Rookhuyzen
Leadership Liaison

“I know fame and power are for
the birds. But then suddenly life
comes into focus for me. And,
ah, there stand my kids. I love
BiEm.”

~ Lee lacocca

“If you bungle raising
your chi ’t think
wha
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Join your local PTAs inR’noring teachers
during PTA Teacher Appreciation Week May
1-7,2011.

e Here are some ideas on ways state PTAs
can celebrate PTA Teacher Appreciation
Week: Post a message of thanks to teachers on
the state PTA website and through PTA's
Thank-A-Teacher group on Facebook.

e Send thank-you notes to the state teachers
association and state department of education.
e Ask the governor to issue a proclamation
declaring May 1-7, 2011, as PTA Teacher
Appreciation Week in your state.

e Work with the state teachers association to
publish a “teacher feature” in your state PTA
newsletter.

e Work with local units to issue press
releases to publicize teacher appreciation
events. Send state PTA representatives to local
events. Share event pictures through the PTA
Teacher Appreciation Week event page on
Facebook; create a Facebook event page for
your state.

e Send thank-yous to your children's
teachers!

More ideas and resources are available at
PTA.org/Teachers.

May

Uy’


http://www.pta.org/teacher_appreciation.asp
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=2221404667
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=2221404667
http://www.pta.org/teacher_appreciation.asp
http://www.pta.org/teacher_appreciation.asp
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23RPDISTRICT PTA’s

SUMMER LEADERSHIP

CONFERENCE
JULY 22 & 23, 2011
Ramona High School, Riverside

Are you ready for the 2011-2012 PTA term? If you are like me, you are
never ready enough —right? Well, we have just the right event for you!

Attend the Summer Leadership Conference (aka: Counterparts Workshop)!
Our goal is to:

SHAPFE - to give form to your PTA!
STRENGTHEN —to grow stronger leaders and teams!

SHARPEN -to make sharp, penetrating and effective goals and
differences in your school community and the lives of families!

There will be sessions on Leadership, Financial Training, Membership,

Reflections, How to Run a Meeting, Bylaws, Parent Involvement and more.

We will also hear alarming info on child trafficking in our county, and how
you can make a difference.

PLEASE SAVE THE DATE and watch for registration info!!

You will not be disappointed.

See you there!

Sandra Ramirez
Leadership Director
23" PTA
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In my family, there are various
passions—quilting, running,
music, photography, surfing,
writing. My personal passion--
along with writing--is reading.
I may have four and five books
on the table beside my reading
chair or on my desk that I am
reading at the same time. I
read poetry, historical novels,
children’s books, memoirs,
cereal boxes, billboards,
nutrition labels, emails,
Facebook . . . well, you see
what I mean. Ifit’s in print, |
read it. While I can honestly
say | am addicted to reading,
passionate sounds healthier.
How did this happen? I believe
my passion developed early in
my life. I cuddled on my
uncle’s lap while he read The
Little Engine That Could--over
and over again. One of my
earliest memories is walking
downhill from our small
apartment to the library in
Springfield, Vermont, to return
borrowed books and search the
bookshelves for more. When
we moved to Fullerton, CA,
Mom always made sure we
enrolled in the public library’s
summer reading programs. It
was then I discovered Clara
Barton and Nancy Drew.
Sometimes when Dad took us
to the library, he would allow
me to look at all the choices in
the grown-ups section of the
library.

Both of my parents modeled
their love for reading. Mom

subscribed to “Good
Housekeeping” and “Home and
Garden” and other lady’s
magazines and although he’d
often catch a catnap, Dad
always had a novel open when
he wasn’t working.

Aside from my family, I can
honestly say that school had a
small influence on my reading
passion. I remember little
about the stories I read in the
SRA kits, but I do remember
Dick and Jane, the boxcar
children, One Day on Beetle
Rock, and Kon Tiki. I also
remember awaiting the arrival
of the Book Mobile. Not only
would my teacher let us out of
class to visit the Book Mobile,
but often she would accompany
us, choose her own book, and
read it out loud to us after
lunch.

Library visits, modeling
reading yourself, reading aloud
to your child from a very young
age, having abundant print
material available and
accessible, and allowing your
child to choose his or her own
reading materials will help your
child develop a passion for
reading. A multitude of studies
tell us that the more a child
reads, the greater his/her
vocabulary, imagination, and
writing abilities. Plus for busy
families, reading allows
children to experience a world
outside of their own. It
expands their sphere of
influence and builds important

background knowledge that
may help in other subject areas
in school as well.

Teachers work hard to identify
students who may have reading
difficulties. If your child has
reading difficulties, the
California Reading Association
(CRA) publishes a packet of
activities called Parent Reading
Intervention Packet: Reading
Activities Designed to Assist
Parents of At-Risk Students in
the Primary Grades. Based on
specific skills development,
this packet contains ideas
parents can use to enhance and
support the work being done in
the classroom. It is also useful
for teachers to have on hand as
they may copy specific learning
activities to give to parents of
at-risk children at conference
time. If you or your PTA
would like to purchase one or
several packets from CRA, you
may visit the online store at
www.californiareads.org or
email me at
cra.siddons@yahoo.com .

Beverly Siddons
Vice President
California Reading Association
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/ c al d é% . Special Dates to Remember
' enaar
| MAY
| 12—-District Dinner and
| MAY Installation of Officers
I 5 District Board Meeting, 7:00 PM, RCOE-Riverside (2011-2013 term)
11 Celebrating Educators, 11:30 AM, Riverside Convention Center
I 12 District Dinner and Installation, 6:00 PM, Riverside Convention Center
| 13 District Leadership/Executive Committee, 11:30 AM, RUSDNS
I 19 Head Start Policy Council Meeting, 10:00 AM, RCOE
ice Closed—Memorial Da
30 O Closed—M ! Day
|
|
I june
12 District Board Meeting, 7:00 PM, RCOE-Riverside ' '
I 9-12  National PTA Convention, Orlando Florida 23rd D I rl ct PT A
: 15 Leadership/Executive Committee meeting, 11:30 AM, RUSDNC
: 16 Head Start Policy Council Meeting, 10:00 AM, RCOE Board Room HAS 61,157+ MEMBERS AS OF

N EEI EEN EEE EEN NN S B S .

February 2011

Last year's total: 71,093
5% challenge 3,555
Total goal: 74,648
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23rd District

PIA

everychild. onevoice.

3939 Thirteenth Street
Riverside, CA 92501
MAILING ADDRESS:
P.O. Box 868
Riverside, CA 92502-0868

Phone: 951-826-6822
Fax: 951-826-6951
E-mail: 23rddistpta@rcoe.us

Natasha Contreras,

Administrative Assistant
Office hours
M9-1 PM
T-TH 8-1 PM
CLOSED FRIDAY

Serving the Children of
Riverside County

23rd District PT

—

icers & Chairmen

OFFICERS

President Tammie Blackmore.... president@?23rdpta.org

Vice President ..Bennee Hetzner ................. hetzners4@aol.com

Leadership Director ................... Sandy Ramirez.............sandy_ramirez@att.net
Membership Director ................ LaDonna Jempson........ jempsonfam@msn.com
Advocacy Director ..................... Mary Ambra............... mary.ambra@verizon.net
Communication Director-.......... Hal Byers.......cccocuueee. lauri@orangecrest.com
Convention Director ................. Heidi Pyle........................ cnupta@aol.com

Secretary Kay Rookhuyzen...specialkay42@sbcglobal.net
Treasurer Janis Russo...........cccouuec. jkwired220@aol.com
Auditor Debra Sirotnak. .......... debra.sirotnak@gmail.com
Historian Carolyn Reed.........ccceceuuc.. linareed@ca.rr.com
Parliamentarian .......cccoccoecueuuncen. Janet Rose................... scout| 079@earthlink.net
Consultant Mimi Badura ................... m.badura@yahoo.com
CHAIRMEN

Awards Mary Ybarra................... ptamary@sbcglobal.net
Community Concerns................ Debbie Arguello ..debbiearguello@verizon.net
Education Margaret Taylor....mataylor|010@yahoo.com
Hospitality Patty Holmes.................. .parkspta@charter.net
Insurance Commissioner........... Erin Parsons........ccccceueeuene keith_erin@msn.com
Legislation Kris Thomasian.....kthomasian@peoplepc.com
Parent Involvement..................... open

Outreach Nancy Hernandez........ nejhernandez@ya.com
Reflections Tigger Porter............... d23reflections@aol.com
Newsletter Kay Rookhuyzen ..specialkay42@sbcglobal.net
Web Site Administrator ............ Mimi Badura .........cccco..... m.badura@yahoo.com
Scholarships LaDonna Jempson........ jempsonfam@msn.com
Programs Emmett Keith Jones........... emmetkj@msn.com
COUNCIL PRESIDENTS

Alvord Beatrice Aguilar............. alvordpta@yahoo.com
Corona-Norco........ccocoeeueeeeueunee. Gretchen Doughty............ tomgretch@aol.com

Hemet/San Jacinto... ....Cherilee Frasier.... cherileefrasier@verizon.net

Lake Elsinore ........cccocoeveriveurnnnees Heidi Dodd.........cccceecvrveerrerrnnee hdodd@bfr.com
Menifee Valley .........ccccoveuvcuunnce. Danielle Rini .....ccceecvcueunncen. rini6797 @live.com
Moreno Valley.........cccovcuverucunnce. Tami Doiron.........ccccuu... tdoiron72@msn.com
Murrieta Valley..........coocuveueunncen. Erin Parsons............co........ keith_erin@msn.com

Riverside Lauri Byers lauri@orangecrest.com

Temecula Valley..........ccocvcuunnnee. Jeannie Hardy....oneilhardy@roadrunner.com



